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Programme BS Pakistan Studies Course Code PS/306 Credit Hours 3 

Course Title A Study of Comparative Political Institutions in Pakistan (1947-2018) 

Course Introduction 

This course will create awareness about the Institution building in Pakistan. The aim of the 

course is to acquaint the students with the nature and direction of the institutional and 

constitutional development of Pakistan. A special focus shall be on the role of the political 

leadership and that of military-bureaucratic leadership in the political institutionalization in 

Pakistan 

Learning Outcomes 

On the completion of the course, the students will know:  

1) Get the basic concepts of State and society of Pakistan. 

2) Understand the institutional and political issues and problems and the causes of 

the dilemma of parliamentary democracy in Pakistan. 

3) Comprehend the working of the administrative and political machinery  

Course Content  Assignments/Readings 

Week 1 

Institution –Building: Concept and Theory   

The State and State-building  

Week 2 
Development of Civil Society  

  

Week 3 
Comparative Political Institutions:  

4. Legislatures  

Week 4 

4.1 Place of Parliament in History : Concept & 

Origin 

 

4.2 Organization and Composition of the Parliament  

Week 5 
4.3 Working and Functioning of the Parliament  

4.4 Political handicaps in Legislation  

Week 6 
5. Electorates  

5.1 Role of Electorates in Democratic Process  

Week 7 
5.2 Concept of Electoral College  

5.3 Use of Electorates by the Political Parties  

Week 8 
6. Executives  

6.1 Organizational Structure   

 



Week 9 
6.2 Cabinet Formulation criterion    

6.3 The Range of Executive Power  

Week 10 
6.7 Role of Executive in State affairs  

7. Courts  

Week 11 
7.1 Institution of Judiciary in Pakistan  

7.2 The Range of Judicial Powers  

Week 12 
7.3 Judicial activism   

7.4 Court’s relations with other institutions  

Week 13 
  

  

Week 14 
  

  

Week 15 
  

  

Week 16 
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Oxford University Press, 2004.  
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University Press New York, 2006. 

Teaching Learning Strategies 

1. Weekly Lectures 

2. Term Papers 

3. Review Essay of selected chapter/article from the reading list 

4. Presentations 

5. Book Review 

Assignments: Types and Number with Calendar 

1. Book Review---- 4th Week (5 Marks)  

2. Review Essay--- 8th Week. (5 Marks)  

3. Term Paper------16th week (10 Marks) 

Assessment  

Sr. No. Elements Weightage Details 

1.  Midterm 

Assessment 

35% Written Assessment at the mid-point of the semester. 

2.  Formative 

Assessment 

25% Continuous assessment includes: Classroom 

participation, assignments, presentations, viva voce, 

attitude and behavior, hands-on-activities, short 

tests, projects, practical, reflections, readings, 

quizzes etc. 

3.  Final 

Assessment 

40% Written Examination at the end of the semester. It is 

mostly in the form of a test, but owing to the nature 

of the course the teacher may assess their students 

based on term paper, research proposal development, 

field work and report writing etc. 

 


